PREFACE.

THE Church Missionary Society, in its origin small as the
mustard-seed, has in fifty years expanded into a goodly tree,
"whose leaves are for the healing of the nations.55 Com-
mencing its operations on the western coast of Africa., it has
now entered the interior., and re-appears on the eastern. It
has a settlement among the Red Men of America; it has con-
verted the cannibals of New Zealand; it is forming Christian
villages both in Southern and Northern India; and has begun
to penetrate the compact and densely-peopled, empire of China.
During the same period, the ancient Society for Propagating
the Gospel., to whom we mainly owe the Episcopacy of North
America*, has put forth new energy; and having received from
the Christian-Knowledge Society the care of the Danish Mis
si on in Tranquebar, has flourishing stations in all the Presi
dencies of India. Dissenters, also, of almost every denomina-
tion, are actively engaged in spreading over the world the
knowledge of salvation through a crucified Redeemer. A
great impression has been made : the hereditary faith of mul-
titudes has been shaken, and all can boast of converts, who
prove their sincerity by their piety and works of Christian
love. The wandering savage of the Red River, the Negro,
tiie haughty Brahmin, and the despised Soodra, followers of
Buddha, and atheistic Chinese, have all submitted to take
upon them the easy yoke of our* Lord. But there is still
throughout Asia, and even in the interior of Africa, a religion
which condemns polytheism and idolatry as strongly as our
own, which in its numbers rivals the true faith, and, assuming to